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were Interested in the heavens before they turned
to the greater wonders of the world within their
own minds. Astronomy is an older science than
psychology. But to read the word aright, which
God has written upon our moral nature, we need
those messages of hope which centre in our Lord
Jesus Christ. The Bible throws a flood of light
upon the secret longings, the sweeping spiritual
tidfes, the fierce conflicts of man's spiritual history.
It is*equally necessary that we should acquire
some knowledge of ourselves before we can possess
the Word of God as an unsealed book. Its mes-
sages are not Intelligible to him who has never
sunk a shaft*into the depths of his own conscious-
ness, and taken earnest consideration of the dis-
cord and anguish which arise from the fact of
indwelling sin. To read the New Testament,
without first questioning our hearts, Is like striving
to read some book whose master words and
phrases are unknown to us. Christianity is a
response to our need. It is God's reply to man's
cry. There are Bible passages which can only be
read by a broken heart. The balm of Gilead im-
plies some inward wound. " They that are whole
need not a physician, but they that are sick,"